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Seawall north of the Mailiao refinery complex, ZenZhou Water Storing Seedling Pot (2021)

with the complex in the background.
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Airbubble (2022)
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FabCafe Global and Loftwork originally started the crQlr (“circular awards) as a way to think beyond

sales. It's very easy to measure things in money or in time or resources, things like this. And this is also

a common language, the “3438 5 #E” However,ut in the case of crQlr, we want to think beyond this.
And in particular, we want to think about how some things cannot be measured and what value they
provide. So for us, circular is not just an award, it's part of a larger activity involving a consortium,
where we are constantly working and circularizing, not only activities, but also people motivations,
language and more. The people that we are working with include creators and designers, but also
companies, municipalities, and research centers.. So the “BIH Y 777 is very important to me, because
this is something we've been working on for a long time. Just to be clear, when I talk about circular
cconomies, I am talking about reducing waste by reusing recycling and regenerating products and
materials. When I talk about circular designs, specifically, I'm talking about creating products and
systems that minimize waste and maximize sustainability by thinking about materials and longevity and
recyclability.

For the first year we gathered a total of 19 judges. We had judges from Japan, Richard Ekkebus, a chef
working in a Michilin-star restaurant in Hong Kong, David Benjamin, principal of The Living in New
York and architecture professor at Columbia University, FabCafe and Loftwork members and more. In
2022, President Noriko Ishizaka of Ishizaka Sangyo Co., Ltd., a large scale recycling facility focusing on
zero waste design.

This year, we are joined by Guillaume Charny-Brunet from Spacel0 and Anni Korkman who is the
main project manager of Helsinki Design Week. In this way, we're trying to think of perspectives of
course from architecture or from industry, but also from art and from design as well. And up until now,
not including this year, but first year and second year we've had 334 applications from over 30 different
countries. We are not looking for works in one specific genre, but from perspectives, we look for
projects in material innovation, products, services, art, city, education and system building. This year,
we have the new special prize, under the theme “New Relationship Design”. For this one, we have three
specific criteria, one being “contributing value to the local community for 100 years”. The second
criteria is thinking about a positive influence on biodiversity and, finally, the third criteria is about new
partnership design. I think this is also very close to the B§$ 9 77 that we were talking about a moment
ago. This year we just finished and we got 140 applications, which is very exciting for us.

I want to talk about some kind of key concepts for the common language, which is good for circular
design, but also good for, in general, something about common language. So the first one is a bottom up
approach. So in the bottom up approach, we're trying to think about the local stakeholders’
engagement. Of course, we always have to think about the people on the ground. Second, we have
traccability. So in traceability, we think about it in terms of supply chain, but we can also think about
it in terms of ideas. Where did that idea come from? And how can we get to the original source of that
idea. Third, about transparency, which is incredibly important.

If you have good transparency, then of course, you have traceability, but it's slightly different, because
you can actually make it accessible to the public, as well. And the third one that I want to talk about is
modularity. So in the case of modularity, for example, there was a winner from crQIlr two years ago, a
Taiwanese fashion design designer. She's creating these patterns that can be interchanged for different

outfits. And in the context of product design, it makes sense but it also makes sense for IDEA design,
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or for strategy design, or for philosophy design, or language design. There's many ways we can think

about modularity.

So about case studies, I’d like to introduce three case studies from the prize winners from the crQIr
Awards. So for this one, the challenge is quite simple. Actually, the coastline of southeastern Taiwan
has been shrinking at a speed of three to 20 meters per year due to industrialisation and groundwater
over-pumping. This project owner wanted to build what's called the, “Green Great Wall” in order to
prevent this coastal erosion. And for this in particular, they need to plant more trees, and that means
more saplings. So, this is incredibly important not just in Taiwan, but in Kyoto as well, to have these
kinds of trees not just for erosion, but for many reasons for city heating for pleasure, for tourism. The
benefits of planting trees is something we can talk about for a long time but basically for the first three
months, the water is very important for the trees to survive. The saplings have a lot of challenges, such
as windbreak, purifying the air, and limiting the spray. This is the solution idea that they have and the
solution has been quite successful, now not only being used in Taiwan but in Mongolia as well.

The second one that I want to introduce is called the Mana Earthly Paradise. I wonder if anyone has
heard of this one before? Actually, it's made by a Japanese NPO even though it's in Indonesia. So it
looks like this. It's located in Bali, Indonesia, very similar to Kyoto. The challenge of over tourism is a
huge challenge for them. And basically, Indonesia faces several of these environmental challenges
including deforestation, coral reef degradation, waste management, water scarcity, air pollution, loss of
cultural heritage, etc, etc. And this hotel is aiming to reimagine and redefine sustainability, especially in
the tourism industry, by edutainment, which is education and entertainment together. So in particular,
they want to face the issue of water scarcity. And so they want to create the rain water system for
gathering rain, so they don't need to use the city water.

And finally, I would like to show ‘Air Bubble’. The first project I showed is coming from the industry
side, the second one I showed as a kind of nature positive dealing with the environment side, air bubble
is about expression and science. Air Bubble is an art project that was created by ecoLogicStudio, which
is a London based architectural innovation firm. According to the World Health Organization, air
pollution is one of the largest global threats happening to us now. Especially for people who are close to
the ground. In other words, children and pets are more susceptible to air pollution. And this gives rise
to respiratory issues, development issues, cognitive impacts, increased susceptibility, etc, etc. With this
thought they started considering how can we create something that involves play, and improves air
pollution at the same time. So for this art project, they created a kind of microclimate where as the
children are playing, it spins this algae, which creates clean air for the inside of the air bubble. So
through physical play, the children can, for themselves, by themselves be empowered to create the air
that they need to breathe, even though they didn't make the problem.

The Sustainability Manager of DGTL festival, Mitchell van Dooijeweerd was saying that this is a win
for nature and for people and bringing people and nature closer together to leave a positive trace.

So there's many other projects that I would love to introduce. I would love to introduce some Japanese
projects as well but we’ve gathered more than 300 in total so I can’t talk about them all. But I'm happy

to talk to you about them in the future.
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It's not a simple answer, but it depends on who's speaking and who they are speaking to. What is
the attitude that they are looking at the other party with? Is it with apathy or with sympathy or
empathy? And depending on this, I think the relationship and the language will change. And for
students especially, empathy is the best. Because it involves empowerment, and with

empowerment, it can create scalable impact.

AN HEA W Empathy (BRB)SHNE SO CSEEZBALKERHBL L TD “common” A3
EEnT(2008 LALVTTREMEARLEDLICEZERXTT b

EMIEC3OHBLLEEZATVLET—2B .7 /v¥ — 8 A b Keynote Speech® F T » T L
RF—T7—FOHICTHEHAEI LV DD o BT B RAbrobD2 TR
ABEIICTALEVIBMENUDBRELALAILER TV ET AN EDL ) TfEibh
TOT. EDEILREBDHE2DOD . TIRHLILO ESITfToT.EIUBES AT 25,
BALAMO LV BSOEFRCHEDEVWAALRODEMB LS LIAT. T—2ICL HTH
b ENEWMTREATEBICL>TETLILD . RALVWIDOEXR 2 A/b% LT A
Tt 3 EATT R,

ZoDIE e MM AR EEL ARBELLEIATTIES Bk T 55BEME-> TV L
L HALDBEDNSEICLTWSTEDbY FEELIZEN2OHEDY T r vy —
SABBALTORZ T AT VOER BRSO BESHREICR>TEILbBZ6KB
MLTVBEVIZLETEHY DY FELRTLEEZANKETT L4,

ZoPR BEboRETHLITELALOBERPOEGST r TSN BRB 1AV
DoifEPFEBELLY HELrOLD M2 ELALY oMLV BE-L Y TARBRABEAELD
BAoTWL 2TV EREBERHSADBREIC Doy 7T ShBERPRE. Z A
EANLBREDBEBESHEE S ATV,

WHARANEWET AMEBE VI ZERERHTEVIBRTR. AL RVIDDR X 51
LBMTEAMAMA 2 DOFTEEINEF 7ENBEBRII.FSICTEESE ICL->TL
< &%X’_TL‘&‘TO

/NI G [l @ ##f . Round Table Discussion_1T#8T7 & (AIE MO BR I W T HHASE AL
HEDORRBIERE & EHBERSAP L “F2TFFEYV T4 LI art P 2RACH
LHLADRIISTEOEE vy 7Y PEBEBRTHY 2 TRTRERBG LA CES
FERZTESLICENFERESAT LR 22 Y THREROZEEXZXL LB 2T F
EVT4DFICHEDITT” LLIBHESDY . 2T 5L RKER/NEHETZ LS
BATRE FHRSAMIZ2ES . 2hr o DRRICBVTR.EETREZVOD. HBWVIEE
EEBAAODRRATAILENIVARYCE>TELZ Y TT A,

FHEH. 23227443 —C+ -0 FHALBHEELTRLESIC.EEILELRVA
RFEDATOSIEVWSEICLTAHALZLET R EYV T vy POWMATELZ ENT K



THWMOS K, ~HH

HBEVIZETLRFEEIPOMHEELELTH. L) —E. SHEE~NDF LI % LT,
FRADHEELE D . DFD N—R2EFTAVTEAE EAFICHIENOESERLEDL- T
W od DY =TIl B T o TLIDHBT I B ETATERZ2TE->THIDORS
T KRBT OIMTACHTS B RHN2E-> TRORELLERIATTIE. 2D
PUOLARVELEBokbDE EALEAT v ANVIEERATOL RGP ENDHE LV K
BRETERETAZLTEBESEINEETNATLSI20PREBIDT.EHERIBTETT K
KFELLEB T,

et 2P 6MA I L,

7ot 2% FICEKBRT LA LETC HEEEKOEBOHMMNEETNTL b,

MIEBYBEI TSV ETHEORBSEIEVWILEIATEIALFELZLTVEVLA
TTFESERLEDHIHSADBFE TR MASEREL T (B EELLLI LIATHL
THIASTRESESEHEEL LTV 2 L) ARFEELVIMiEZE»L TV &8
HORFICEGbELRECH L 2FELPELHTREEZ L CHL S Y PREB EABRRES
TEEEEAL )32 2 L TREMRE R KA ¥ 7 2 WP T ML DL THATH S L0 ) BEE
Tl THRVERAT.EBO LV EE > THOYTRATT Y ERELTHOH A=
22T 4 LADRTRY HARELEL TV EIIABSRB AL SHRETHY 20 b F
URHY A/ R—vavORBECEIBILDEEZEZITVAIDTT A LEMCEHREED
THO )LD KBEOHN L RZ2ETWOSE NS EDLIIMELATVS ERVL & &
DEICTHEIDDHWCSHEE AT — 27 d v F =1 F:>TL B EBVE T2,

TNy — I SADEHBOBATBDBMAEEIR o THRAT 4 FEY T4 2BAT
WS DPARB LK OPHEFANTT AOTT A HRART2RI D A EBEAPALD
BHEREBEL TV L2022 B0 bDUYTREZVAFLS L GHES? #IC? E0)
EFN—Ya T fEBALIELTLESL? CACE>TRLELATT Ao

FCES>TEAPLAT Yy 7D v 2P b 2 Y v —HEV T 4Dt FITT DT
ATTRMODIEACETHEHIENTE.ZOADEFR—Y a vy 2 HoC Lo TOE
B(ZABHAETHANRI > T IDICE>TEDL)E RSP 2 ENTSE HEEE
CTHBESELMELICLENTEL LRV E T LR oM Z 2 MIEELTWE0
DEREADBIENTEIDLLTT T —RANNA T —2ERBFORL BV EREBRIZIRAT
T REBL. ZOANDBBICE > T . EIHLZDTATTHEITNELICL > T HRENE
boTLAPLTT DN LIE P —HEV T4 B IOHERDAZF 77— 2B HBEOT
T HAEFREHRBE S 22 P RBCTFT -2 ERBCHET2 0y =2 MO MA
TV ¥,

REOHE T HICREDF— A 20T . BXESHTHRELTREOTFT -2 %L 519,
SafeCast & VW INPOICFA S R o TV T EEARAWICT -2 E—2DSETTABHS A
BKDAY 753757y 7By 22K EE>TREICBEOTF— 44— —FrLBEv



THWMOS K, ~HEH

T RABZVERTT HRELTT 22 EDTHHLTEI WIBRLDLD0%E 2
T 220 7t 2 %R0 KYIELERVE T L LT ZANTE L L) T D
2F =27 ANE =R T AEBEEABT LN TEE T2V A7 =X ¥ FOFEE
Y &5,

Basically, for me it’s the concept of the bottom up, or the concept of traceability. If you can trace
the idea back to the person who started it, and find out their motivation and find out what is the
criteria according to them - which changes depending on what's happening in society - then I think
you can create a common language through empathy. Because you can know what it is that they
empathize with to begin with. So basically, I don't want to say, it's case by case. But actually, it is.
Because the empathy changes depending on their motivation, and where the idea came from. This
is why traceability can become the metaphor for this discussion, because you can trace the
motivation and with that the empathy changes. For example, I'm working on some citizen science
projects, especially for data and the environment.

And when they can start to do that, they can start to create an empathy towards the other players,
because they themselves have made the action to get the data from the environment. Again back to

empowerment.
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But I think this is also the way to have inspiration and a very deep memory.

How do you make a very strong memory, like the memory I had of the fireflies? How do we make
that? And with what intention do we make that? If it's about fireflies, it's very nature-positive.
And I think Kyoto is a very nature-positive city. But how do we make those kinds of questions is
the question I want to ask to Kyoto. And then on top of that, of course, something I felt a bit
regretful about listening to the discussion earlier, was that if you don't have the permission, it's

difficult to enter the discussion. If you don't feel you have the permission to be there. But what I
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want to say is, you have it. You have it always. It's up to you to enter the discussion. And
especially women, especially Japanese women, your perspective is so important.

And we know this because the seatbelts in cars were originally designed for men’s bodies. And
that’s not a bad thing, but if we have more women designers, women artists, women politicians,
women in economics, then we will have a much better discussion for making these questions to
begin with. But sometimes we feel we don't have the permission. So we don't enter the discussion..
So I guess my sccond question for Kyoto is how do we strongly invite and create the comfortable
space for women or other people from different backgrounds to join the discussion?

I want to ask this kind of question as well. Because the world will change with the different

perspectives.
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